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falling flat on her face. “Oh, just a young owl Hollow with his usual tact. “It’s just that you're 
I know,” replied Hollow, casually. “I’m waiting old and somewhat tatty. I need a fresh, young 
for her to mature, then she'll be my mate.” owl as a mate. You do understand, don’t you?” 


“Of course, I understand. Youre perfectly “Hadn’t you better be off to see she’s alright?” | Then, Owl heard voices coming from a hut 


right in everything that you say,” said Owl, snapped Owl, angrily. “A cat might have had across the site. A man appeared in the 
sadly. “Yes, yes, I usually am, wot,” answered _ her. Or a horse might have trampled her. doorway. “Right lads, let’s get back to work,” 
Hollow, oblivious to Owl’s feelings. Wouldn’t that be a pity, wot? he yelled. Owl flapped her heavy, sodden 


wings and slowly rose in the air. 


“Yes, thank you for reminding me,” said After a few moments Owl composed herself Hollow moved up the branch and tapped at 
Hollow. “I'll swoop back later. You're not and said out loud, “I don’t believe him. There the concrete with his beak. “Owl, is that you 
upset, are you?” Owl shook her head, but is no fresh, pretty, young owl. He’s making in there?” he asked, puzzled. “I thought you 
when Hollow left she burst into tears. her up. He’s all mine!” Then she, too, took off. were one of those stone owls humans have in 


their gardens.” “Whooo!” came the faint reply. 


Owl quickly caught up with Hollow and Below her was a building site. She Swooped Hollow put his wing round Owl. “Oh, I’m so 
followed him at a short distance. Suddenly he down and flew into a cement mixer. When sorry,” he cried, “this is all my fault. There is 
landed on a chimney top and glanced behind Hollow had gone, Owl climbed out, but she no pretty young owl, only an old, tatty one 
him. Owl] dived for cover. was covered from head to foot 1n cement, covered in hard stuff — you!” 


Somehow, Owl managed to struggle back to 


the beech tree. Exhausted, she fell asleep. 


When she awoke, the concrete had set solid 
and she couldn’t move — she’d become a stone 
owl! A few minutes later, Hollow arrived. 


“I was following you,” said Owl, pitifully. 

“I flew into a nice dark hole but came out 
covered in muddy stuff.” Hollow was touched. 
“Hard on the outside but still the same soft 
heart within, wot?” he joked, gently. 


Then Hollow looked into Owl’s eyes and said 
in a trembling voice, “These last few days 
with you, they’ve been the happiest days I 
have ever known. | ... whoooo! ... love you!” 


Next week: Oink! 


All About... 


6¢Hello. Andean condor here. I'm a 
vulture and the largest bird of prey in 
the world. You can find me in the Andes 
mountains in South America, from 
Venezuela to the southern tip of Chile. 
Besides myself, there is only one other 
species of condor and that’s my cousin, 
Californian condor. He's a resident of 
North America. Us vultures often get 

a rough deal, simply because we eat the 
flesh of dead animals. But I'm here to 
put the record straight — we rarely kill 
for our food, unlike some other birds of 
prey | could mention, and we actually do 
a good clean-up operation, getting 

rid of dead bodies before any harmful 
diseases have a chance to spread.99 


| think you’ll agree that us Andean 
condors look quite impressive when 
we’re soaring through the sky. Did 
you know that our outstretched 
wings measure about 3m from one 
side to the other? That’s the longest 
wingspan of any bird of prey. When 
I'm flying, you can really notice the 
white feathers on the tops of my 
wings — the rest of my wing and 
body feathers are black, apart 

from a small band of white feathers 
around my neck which looks like 

a collar. Like all vultures, | can 

stay airborne for very long periods, 
gliding and circling in the sky 
without flapping my wings more 
than about once an hour. 


Us vultures are very good parents. 

| We do not have a large number of 
chicks - usually one or two at a time. 

Once a male and female vulture pair up, 

| at the age of 4 or 5, they usually breed 

| together for life; some species of vulture 

| breed once a year, others breed only 

| once every two years. The adults take 

part in a joint display flight, swirling and 

| diving in the air before mating. When 

| the new born chick hatches, it has only 

| light, fluffy feathers, like this young 

| Turkey vulture chick. It cannot fly and 
relies on its parents to provide it with 

' food. After a few weeks, we sometimes 

| tease our youngsters by making them 

| catch food which we drop from mid-air 
- all in the interest of teaching them to 
fly, of course! 


- gitactoal 


j BRIGHT EYES 


Egyptian vultures have fantastic eyesight. They 

can see a source of food about 4-8cm long from 

a height of 1,000m - that’s as if you were trying to 
spot a worm from the roof of not one but two of the 
world’s tallest skyscrapers on top of each other! 


RARE. BIRDS 


Californian condors.are one of the rarest birds 


in’North America. There are none now, living in 
the Wild and only about 50 alive ’in captivity: In 
the past, many of these birds were shot. Others 
died when Californian ranchers set about 
poisoning coyotes that were attacking their 
livestock. When the.condors ate the coyotes 
they too were affected by the poison and died. 
There is a programme to reintroduce Californian 
condors back into the wild, buts nobody.is Sure 
how well’ ‘this will work’ because the condors 
need vast areas.Of open countryside | to-live 
happily and the growth.of towns‘is destroying 
their natural habitat. 


All About... 
Feeding 


66Unlike many birds of prey, us vultures Most of us vultures are sociable creatures and we 
do not have such strong legs and sharp like to gather in groups. It’s always useful for us 
claws to seize our victims. That’s why we to have our friends around, especially when we’re 

fer to find the bod f a dead animal on the look out for a meal like these Ruppell’s griffon 
Prefer oS ID e be y A lled ‘ vultures in Kenya. When one member of the group 
and eat its flesh, which is calle Carrion. finds something to eat, everyone else can follow it 
We also eat animals that are too ill and share in the feast. We only split up during the 
to move or pick at fish or eggs, if breeding season, when pairs of vultures look for 
we come across them. Sometimes rocky crags, logs or even caves to nest in while 
you'll even catch us scanning they have their young. We rarely build our own nests. 
human rubbish dumps for 
tasty morsels.99 


Vultures can see a likely source of food even when 
they are soaring through the sky at a great height. 
When a bird has spotted a dead animal, it doesn’t 

waste much time before swooping down to the 
ground. Other vultures soon join it, hissing and 
grunting around their tasty feast. But they don’t all 
dive in at once. The larger and more powerful species 
in the group, such as this Lappet-faced vulture, goes 
first, splitting the carcass open with its beak. 

The smaller Egyptian vultures wait until the end to 
pick the remaining bits of flesh from the bones. 

After the meal, the birds are usually all so full that 
they find it quite difficult to fly! 


Vultures are not fussy eaters, but this 
Bearded vulture prefers its food to come 
from an animal that has only just died. 
However, it’s not only meat that this 
vulture is after. Once the carcass has 
been cleaned, it will fly off with the bones 
and drop them from mid-air on to rocks 
below. The bones smash apart and the 
vulture can swoop down and eat the soft, 
juicy marrow inside. 


not have 
e first place! 


Wildea 


When this wildcat gets annoyed, she 
really does live up to her name. Out 
come her sharp claws, her back arches, 
her eyes stare and she gets ready to 
pounce. Her loud yowls are a good 
warning to any creatures - especially 
weasels - who are thinking of spending 
a night in her burrow! 
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Secret World of. Cj 


66The Andes are the longest 
chain of mountains in the world, 
with some of the highest peaks on 
Earth. They stretch right down the 
western side of South America from 
Venezuela to the tip of Chile. Many of the mountains 
are volcanic and some are still active. Below the 
peaks you find plateaux (flat stretches of green 
land in the mountains) with many lakes. Many of the 
animals that live high up in these mountains have 
extra-large hearts and lungs to get enough oxygen 
from the air which is very thin in these parts. The 
temperature in the Andes drops to around -10°C at 
night, so many of the animals also have thick coats 
to help keep them warm.99 


Secret World of 4 


The Short-tailed chinchilla has 
a coat of thick, soft fur 
which helps to keep out 
the chill of the cold 
mountain air. Its pale 
grey fur has been prized 
by hunters for many 
years, and this chinchilla 
is now a protected species in the Andes, where 
it lives in small groups among the rocks. 


(" 
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You should be able to spot six 
White-fronted ground tyrants on 
the scrubland. 


The White-fronted ground tyrant can 
be found high up in the mountains. 
It often perches on a rock or bush, 
looking for small insects to snap 
up. Sometimes it will run 

along the ground, dashing 
towards its victims 
before they have a 
chance to escape 

its sharp beak. 


The long, shaggy hair of the Alpaca, a 
relative of the camel, has been used to 
make cloth for many years. Alpacas no 
longer roam in the wild 
but large flocks 
are owned by 
farmers who 
breed them 
for their wool. 


The Colpeo fox likes to eat meat and finds 
easy pickings in the flocks of sheep which 
graze in the Andes mountains. When the sheep 
move higher up the mountains in spring, these 
foxes often follow them. As you can imagine, 
they are not very popular with the mountain 
farmers who sometimes kill them. 
It’s difficult to spot the Pudu in its mountain 
home. It is the smallest deer in South America 
and measures just 33cm from foot to shoulder. 
It’s also very shy and prefers to stay hidden in 
patches of undergrowth where it is less likely 
to be disturbed. 


It is the white markings 
on the face of the Spectacled 
bear that give it its name, 
although these markings 
do vary from bear to bear 
and do not even always 
look very much like 
a pair of spectacles! 

It is a good climber 

and spends much 

of its time high up in 
forest trees, eating 
their fruit and leaves. 


The rare Mountain tapir stays hidden during the 
day, only coming out into the mountain forests at 
night to look for fruit and leaves to eat. It uses its 
snout to sniff out food and tears leaves off branches 
with its upper lip. 


Discovering Na 


VOLCANOES 


Imagine living 
near an active 
volcano that 
rumbles, puffs 
out smoke and 
then explodes! I’m 
very grateful there aren’t . 
any like that near Farthing 
Wood, but sometimes bird 
travellers tell amazing tales 
of erupting volcanoes and 
red-hot lava spilling out over 
miles of land, destroying 
everything in its path! When 
a volcano erupts, hot molten 
rocks from inside the Earth 
pour out on to the surface. 
Every year, about 20-30 
volcanoes erupt worldwide. 


A VOLCANO ERUPTS! 


y oN 


In the middle of the 
Earth there is hot liquid 
rock called magma. It is 
surrounded by layers of 
soft rock with a thin hard 
crust on the outside. 


When pressure in the 
core (middle) of the 

Earth gets too great, 
magma pushes up through 
a weak spot in the crust. 


The magma erupts out 
as lava. The hole it makes 
in the surface of the 
volcano is called a crater. 
Hot gases and ashes are 
blown out, too. 


Little by little, over many 
years of eruptions, 
hardened lava and ash build 
up round a crater to make 

a cone-shaped mountain. 


PAINT A VOLCANO 


Make a dramatic volcano painting 
full of glowing fiery reds, yellows 
and oranges. 


3 Screw up an empty 
crisp packet into a ball 

\Ws and dab it in grey or white 
Ye paint. Then dab the crisp 

* packet on to the paper to 
make lots of flying ash. 


You will need: 
poster paints (red, orange, brown, white, grey \ 
and yellow), empty crisp packets, pieces of 
corrugated card (from an old packing box), 
scrunched-up balls of paper, dishes for 
holding paint, newspaper, overall or old 
shirt, paper. 


= \ 
| Dip the edge of some (Zax S os 
corrugated card in dark f) 
brown paint. Push the card : ~~. 
down on to the paper to er % 


print sloping lines in the 
shape of a volcano cone. 


4@ Then dab a ball of 
scrunched-up paper in 
orange and red paint. Twist 
it round on the picture to 
make bright fireballs. 


® Dip the edge of another ~~ 


piece of corrugated card into i 
fi 


~ \ red paint. Print some red lines 
(£5) « up the middle of the cone. 
“a 
re 


yr ERUPTION! : Senet ae 
| VOLCANO ICE-CREAM 

You will need: 

1 litre chocolate ice-cream, 1/, litre vanilla 


ice-cream, two chocolate flakes, 85ml raspberry 
topping, spoon, large plate. 


USEFUL LAVA 
When hot magma flows through the earth it bakes 
the rocks around it. If it passes next to a kind of 
rock called limestone, it bakes the limestone into 
marble which is used to make beautiful works of 
art, such as sculptures. 


Get your friends to open this 
before-and-after scene to cause 
an exciting volcano eruption! 


1 Leave the ice-cream 
out of the freezer for about 
30 minutes to soften it. 


2 Scoop chocolate 
ice-cream on to a plate 
to make a cone shape. 


1 Paint a picture of a volcano 2 Fold over the outside edges of 3 Paint another picture on the 
erupting as shown on the previous the picture to make two flaps which __ blank flaps. It should show the 
page. Let it dry thoroughly. will cover up the volcano. volcano before it erupts. 


Some lava is full of gas bubbles. When it cools, this 
kind of lava becomes pumice stone. Because of 
the air bubbles in it, it feels very light. People often 
have pieces of pumice stone in their bathroom and 
use it for rubbing off hard skin on their feet. 


i] 
‘LAVA FLOWS 


You will need: = 
dinner plate, jar, tray, water, . 

heatproof bowl, plastic washing-up | Draw a table as 
bowl, sand, dessert spoon, stop shown for recording your 
watch, pencil and paper, selection results, putting in the 

of liquids of different thickness names of the liquids you 
such as treacle, double cream, are using. 

washing-up liquid or shampoo. 


3 Pile vanilla ice-cream 4 Using a spoon, dig 
on top to look like a snow- out a shallow well on 
covered mountain peak. the top to make a crater] 


WASHING -u? 
Li@ulD 


2 Put the plate on a tray. Using the 

thinnest liquid first, pour a spoonful on 
to the middle of the plate from a height 
of about 10cm. 


§ Try the experiment again, but this 
time warm the liquids up first. Do this by 
putting each liquid in a heatproof bowl 
and standing it in a plastic bowl of warm 
water for a few minutes. 


UY 


§ Crush the flakes up 6 Dribble the raspberry 
and sprinkle the pieces topping down from the 
round the chocolate crater to make lava. 


ice-cream. 


If you'd like to 
stick sparklers down 
the crater for a 
party, get an adult, 
to help you. 


6 Mix some sand with the treacle 
and try the experiment once more. 

Is your result the same as when you 
sed the treacle on its own? 


? Eat your creation immediately, before 
the volcano melts away! 
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Puzzle tt out = 


OWL AND ROOK 


lL 


Ny, Wh, 


But then Owl had to admit that she didn’t 
know any other languages. “Tell you what,” 
she continued, “I'll give you a riddle — see if 


he 


Owl and the moth-eaten rook sat on a branch. “| wish | was clever,” moaned the rook. you can solve it.” 

“Don’t come too close,” said Owl, “and don’t “Go on, show me how clever you are.” She spoke the riddle out loud. It took 
think that you’ll ever get me to change my mind Owl puffed up her chest. “I know more the moth-eaten rook a long time, bu 
about marrying you.” than most birds,” she said. “For instance, eventually he gave the right answer. 

“Why not?” the moth-eaten rook cawed. | know the names of birds from faraway “Well done!” Owl said, generously. 


“Well, you’re not an owl, for a start. But even so, _ places — not many know that! And | know That made the rook’s day! x 


you’re such a mess. If you were as handsome as a___all the bird sayings in the English language. 
swan or sang like a lark, | might be tempted. Or 
even if you were as clever as | am.” 


OWL'S RIDDLE 

My first is in sandal and also in shoe, 

My second’s in ‘please’ but not : 
‘thank you’. 

My third is in early and also in late, 

My fourth is in friend but not in mate. 

My fifth is in throw and also in through, 

My sixth is in oak but not in yew. 

My seventh is in wear but not in tear, 

My whole is a small bird found 


everywhere. 


L 
RHYMING PAIRS 
Owl is very keen on rhymes. She has made 
up this puzzle, where rhyming pairs are 
made from the objects and creatures here. 
Can you do it? 
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BIRD SAYINGS 
Do you know these sayings? Can you fill in 
the blanks with the correct names of birds? 


1 Up with the -- - -. 


2 As the - - - - flies. ROOK’S WORMS 
3 As bald asa- - - -. The moth-eaten rook likes to 
4 What’s sauce for the - - - - -, is sauce eat worms. How many of them 


=----- 3 can you spot hiding from him? 
5 As wise as an- - -. 


Puzzle it out == 
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ARAWAY BIRDS 


All but one of these birds come from faraway 
places. Unscramble their names to see which 

is the odd one out. Then try to find the names 
of all the birds in the wordsearch. Bit 


ORIOLEON 
OKABURRA 
SRPWNKIC 
TOUCAN BI 
ROWFELGE 
(| KRATONE 
CMP RCW P 
HREDAAMS 
COCAEP ME 
DLMKFRUI 
Li BNROHE 
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BIRD SOUNDS 


This is a silly game to play with lots of people 
at the beginning of a party. 


@ Ask everyone to stand together. Hand each 
person a piece of paper with a number written 
on it, either 1, 2 or 3. Make sure the numbers 

are divided equally between the group. Nobody 
must show their number to anyone else. 


2 Everyone now turns away from each other 
or shuts their eyes. Then tell them that all the 

number ones have to crow like a cock, all the 
number twos have to screech like an owl and 
all the number threes have to coo like a dove. 


Ask a grown up 
to keep an eye on 
the players so they 

don't walk into 
anything and hurt 
themselves. —_/ 
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each person is making, they have got to get ez ie & 0 Q e = = 8 a ° 2 2 g oe 
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themselves into three groups, SO that all the = @ z 4 roa) i . v Zz 3 . 2 ¢ = g ae 2a 
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doves and all the owls. 46S moe sEOSSELASLL4 
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